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Background

· Date of birth


１/8/1967
· Place of birth
Osaka Prefecture, Japan
· First job
Character designer for a game
· First job in gaming
Provided character graphic for the arcade game named “1943” 
· What did you want to be when you grew up?
Musician (guitarist)
· Who was your idol?
My parents
· What would you be doing now if you were not ….
Musician, I guess.
Creative influences

· Who do you most admire in your industry?
There are too many so I can not narrow down, but I would say senior creators that taught me since I joined the industry.
· What do you think about the current popularity of oriental culture?
I live in Japan and have not realized it so I am not sure, but if the popularity is there, I am simply delighted. 
Favourite

· What is your favourite film?
“BIG”
· Who is your favourite director?
Luc Besson
· What it your favourite game?
“Torneko’s Great Adventure”
Gaming

· What do you think of the future of gaming and film? 
It’s necessary for game to look for its own presentation style, not cinematic presentation, and I think it’s going to happen.
· What, in your opinion, is the most exciting thing happening in gaming at the moment?
New platforms that will be released from various companies.
Genji

· What makes Genji stand out?
Japanese aesthetics that are only realizable by Japanese.  
Colourful background, delicate tone of traditional Japanese musical instrument, and flowing swordfight.
· What is your favourite thing about Genji?
Besides action and graphic, I would say music and sound. 
· Tell me one thing that went wrong in the development of Genji
Since planning took too much time, actual  development time was limited.  Therefore, we had to give up some of the ideas that we wanted to include.
· What is one funny thing that happened when you were working on Genji
It’s not a funny story, but we went to a shrine to drive away evil spirits.  I got actually scared since some bad things happened to many team staffs.  Even now, there are amulets posted in our studio.
· Do you believe that the hero in Genji really went on to become Genghis Khan?
I don’t believe it, but I think it’s an interesting legend.
